?                      Right Hon. Reginald McKenna
•                                                        «*;
"              Parliament,  told me in reference to the appoint-
ments of Mr. McKenna and Dr. Macnamara, that he had now obtained the services of the two " Fight--z-^-^r**           ing Macs."    Both  of these Ministers justified the
confidence of the First Sea Lord.   Dr. Macnamara was to hold his responsible office with great public >                 advantage  for  many  years;    perhaps  longer  than
any Minister has ever held it.    Mr. McKenna was to fight a great fight, not yet forgotten at the Ad-•4                miralty, in order to maintain the British Navy at
the minimum strength imperatively required, at a moment charged with crisis, by the safety of the _               Empire.
'                        The  atmosphere   of  those   days  seems  now  so
remote that men have forgotten how difficult was McKenna's task;   and how steadfastly he discharged it.    The swollen Liberal majority of 1906 contained, . ? "*•           as I suppose, a larger number of wordy men wholly
ignorant of international politics, and of the affairs of the world, than any House of Commons within living memory. Its members, or most of them, were drugged by the poisonous influence of pacifism. They refused to believe that it was conceivable that L                                    Germany would ever take a desperate aggressive.
t                                    They ignored the  strength  of the  German Army;
:                                   and smiled in a superior way when reminded that
5                                   the greatest military nation in the world was de-
liberately challenging our supremacy on the ocean. j                                   It was a House of Commons at whose hands even
the bland unintelligibility of the present Lord Chan-
- -           cellor  hardly  availed  to   extract  sanction  for  the
1                        -         creation   of  the   Territorial   Army.    Lord   Haldane
«.         "•>        ^            was; in fact, looked upon as a dangerous Jingo.
ff                    .                    McKenna applied his cold and passionless mind
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